
A  D o w n t o w n  B o z e m A n

h i s t o r y  p r i m e r

1864 -1866 - 3,500 people and 1,700 wagons  
travel the Bozeman trail. (present day main street)

1867 - John Bozeman, the town’s founder, is 
found mysteriously murdered near Livingston.

1867 - establishment of Fort ellis, three miles 
east of Bozeman, to protect the Bozeman 
trail. soldiers escort northern pacific railroad  
surveyors, build roads and lead the first scientific 
expedition into yellowstone national park.

1872 - the Cooper & Black building is erected 
four years prior to Custer’s defeat at the Little 
Bighorn and yellowstone being named the 
nation’s first national park.

1919 - the ellen theatre is built enriching the 
lives of residents with movies and weekly  
vaudeville performances, such as the musical 
“Kismet” featuring live elephants.

1929 - Baxter hotel grand opening. An elaborate 
invite-only banquet and ball for two-hundred 
and fifty guests.
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the streetcar (Circa late 1920s).
A mode of transportation 
that some Bozeman residents 
today feel should have 
never been abandoned. 

Bozeman’s historic main street walking tour is 
recommended for those who wish to walk through 
the past or just take a leisurely stroll down main 
street. many will appreciate the subtle difference 
between Art Deco, italianate and mission revival 
architecture. others will enjoy neon signs. But 
nearly everyone will appreciate the revolving  
yellow horse. tradition and change. it’s all part of 
the attraction of downtown Bozeman.

tradition and change occurred throughout 
Bozeman’s history. the log cabins and tents 
that once dominated our town site were soon 
replaced with frame structures. most were  
traditional gable-ended structures and, if  
commercial, often presented false fronts. Brick 
buildings soon made their appearance as well,  



replacing frame structures which often caught 
on fire. the permanent architectural character  
of Bozeman became defined during the late  
19th century when Victorian eclecticism was 
popular in the developing frontier west.

today, many redbrick buildings still stand: the 
Army navy store, the 125-year-old owenhouse 
hardware store and the Baxter hotel with its 
flashing blue light signifying news of fresh powder  
at Bridger Bowl. the main street historic District, 
covering the blocks between grand and rouse 
Avenues, includes 49 buildings on the national 
register of historic places next to thriving art 
galleries, boutiques, bistros and over 100 shops. 
evidence that Bozeman’s tradition of breaking 
new ground is alive and well.

whether you use this guide for the entire walking 
tour or just a small portion, you’ll get a feel for the  
character and civic pride that make Bozeman’s 
historic downtown one of the nation’s best.

the spieth & Krug Brewery Building 

has been a main street institution since 1882
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the spinning yellow horse takes its place 

next to architectural influences that span 

well over a century.



h i s t o r i C  m A i n  s t r e e t  w A L K i n g  t o u r

Look for this decal to identify 
buildings along this tour.

 1. gallatin County Jail
 2. gallatin County Courthouse
 3. holy rosary Church
 4. Baxter hotel
 5. ellen theatre
 6. Avant Courier Building
 7. Lamme Building
 8. willson Company Building
 9. masonic temple of gallatin Lodge #6
10. harper Block

11. Bozeman hotel and Annex
12. hamill Apartments
13. northern pacific railroad Freight Building
14. nash-Finch Building
15. spieth & Krug Brewery
16. Fechter hotel and Annex
17. Cooper & Black Building
18. gallatin state Bank Building
19. michigan Building/Lovelace Building
20. Bon ton Bakery Building

t h e  m A i n  s t r e e t  w A L K i n g  t o u r  i s  A p p r o x i m A t e L y  t w o  m i L e s  r o u n D t r i p



1. gALLAtin County JAiL
 317 w. mAin

the gallatin County Jail 
was designed in 1911 
by Bozeman’s premiere 
architect, Fred willson. 
portions of this gothic 
revival may be comprised 
of bricks from a ten-foot 
high exercise yard wall that 
connected to the original 
county courthouse, which 

stood to the east. the building now houses the 
gallatin historical society and pioneer museum.

2.  gALLAtin County Courthouse
 301 w. mAin

A great example of architect 
Fred willson’s talents, the  
gallatin County Court house 
was constructed in 1935-36  
and was partially funded 
through FDr’s public works 
Administration. the building’s 
streamlined design symbolized 
the dawning of a new era.

3.  hoLy rosAry ChurCh
 220 w. mAin

this impressive structure and 
adjacent rectory are excellent 
examples of gothic revival. 
Construction of the church was 
completed in 1908. the red 
brick rectory to the east was 
designed by architect Fred 
willson and displays many of 
the same features found on the 
gallatin County Jail.

4.  BAxter hoteL
 105 w. mAin

the Baxter opened march 
16, 1929, following one year 
of construction. Featuring 
eclectic Art Deco architecture, 
the landmark was designed 
by Fred willson and named 
for robert A. Baxter, a 
gallatin County rancher and 
major investor in the project. 
more than just a lodging 
stop for tourists, the hotel 

was also a place to hold social functions, including 
those of local fraternities and sororities.

5.  eLLen theAtre
 17 w. mAin

Considered one of the best 
motion picture houses between 
the twin Cities and the pacific 
coast, the italianate styled 
ellen theatre was designed 
in 1919 by architect Fred 
willson and financed by 
numerous investors including 
t. Byron story and nelson 
story, Jr. the elaborate 
auditorium employed a  
wurlitzer organ in 1925 and was equipped for 
“talkies” in 1929. the theatre was named for ellen 
trent story, the wife of nelson story, sr.



6. AVAnt Courier BuiLDing
 1 e. mAin

this structure was 
completed in 1881, 
and housed The Avant 
Courier, the town 
newspaper which had 
influence during the late 
1800s and early 1900s. 
william w. Alderson, one 
of Bozeman’s first settlers, 
was the proprietor.

7.  LAmme BuiLDing
 29 e. mAin

this structure is significant not only as the finest 
example of italianate style in downtown Bozeman, 
but also for its affiliation 
with pioneer merchant Dr. 
Achilles Lamme, who arrived 
in Bozeman in 1865. the 
building was part of a group 
of three adjacent structures 
that comprised Lamme’s 
mercantile business. A 
detailed metal cornice and 
decorative finial add the 
finishing touch.

8.  wiLLson CompAny BuiLDing
 101 e. mAin

Constructed in 1903 for 
pioneer general Lester 
willson, the willson 
Company Building sold dry 
goods, clothing and carpets 
to mining camps and local 
residents throughout the 
latter part of the nineteenth 
century. the business was a 
department store until 1949.

9.  mAsoniC tempLe oF
 gALLAtin LoDge #6
 137 e. mAin

the masonic temple of 
gallatin Lodge #6 and the 
three adjacent buildings 
were constructed during 
gallatin Valley’s railroad 
boom of the early 1800s. 
each building’s height 
progressively increases to 
achieve a staircase effect.

10.  hArper BLoCK
 237 e. mAin

this elaborate blacksmith 
shop was built in 1872 for 
owner Frank harper and is 
the second oldest surviving 
building on main street. note 
the similarity in architectural 
hierarchy shared with the 
Cooper & Black Building, 
which was erected a 
year earlier. the two were 
symbols of the long-range 

commitment and hope of permanence at a time 
when Bozeman’s future was not yet certain.



11. BozemAn hoteL AnD Annex
 307-321 e. mAin

Built by Fargo architect 
george hancock in 1890, 
the Bozeman hotel gave 
main street cosmopolitan 
sensibility for Bozeman’s 
bid to become the state 
capital between 1889-
1893. A fine example of 
romanesque revival.

12.  hAmiLL ApArtments
 427 e. mAin

one of four Art Deco 
examples in Bozeman, 
Fred willson’s design 
features a concrete 
facade and a chrome 
entryway. the building 
was built in 1931 for 
henry J. hamill, a 
contractor, who built 
several of willson’s structures. other Art Deco 
examples include the gallatin County Courthouse 
(no. 2 on this tour), the willson school (404 w. main), 
and the Bozeman Armory (24 w. mendenhall).

13.  northern pACiFiC rAiLroAD
 Freight BuiLDing
 611 e. mAin

A branch line once linked 
this building to the rest of 
the northern pacific line 
and story mill to the north. 
in 1883, the northern 
pacific railroad arrived 
in Bozeman, bringing an 
influx of people and goods 
into the gallatin Valley. 
this is one of Bozeman’s 
finest examples of adaptive 
reuse of a historic building.

14. nAsh-FinCh BuiLDing
 612 e. mAin

originally a wholesale 
grocery warehouse, 
this space now houses 
several businesses. the 
symmetrical front and 
flat concrete finish were 
common during the Art 
Deco era.

15. spieth & Krug Brewery
 240-246 e. mAin

this example of italianate architecture was constructed 
in 1882-83 for german immigrant brewers Jacob 
spieth and Charles Krug, who operated the original 
frame brewery on this 
site as early as 1868. 
the business was 
situated over Bozeman 
Creek, which provided 
water for the operation. 
the upper level was 
once a dance hall for 
Bozeman’s ‘elite’.



16. FeChter hoteL AnD Annex
 128 e. mAin

Fred willson designed this neo-gothic revival 
hotel in 1918 for saloon keeper and entrepreneur 
John Fechter. white glazed terra cotta is contrasted 
by vertical bands of red brick lending distinctive 
character to the facade. 
the storefront’s galvanized 
iron and glass canopy is 
equally impressive. early 
ground-level tenants 
included the F.w. woolworth 
Company and J.C. penney. 
the upper level was 
occupied by rooms and 
apartments.

17. Cooper & BLACK BuiLDing
 118 e. mAin

this is one of the first brick structures in 
Bozeman and part of the earliest commercial 
block. Constructed in 1872 to house walter 

Cooper’s Armory and 
gun manufactory, L.m. 
Black’s mercantile, 
the w.m. morris Drug 
store and the perkins 
and stone Family 
market. the second 
floor was occupied by 
the young men’s Library 
Association, Bozeman’s 
earliest library. the 

Cooper & Black was reportedly the first sporting 
goods store west of the mississippi river.

18.  gALLAtin stAte BAnK BuiLDing
 2-6 w. mAin

Designed by J.r. scahill for 
the gallatin state Bank in 
1908, this Classical revival 
corner block features a 
round corner entrance and 
two non-identical facades. 
the building underwent 
substantial restoration in 
the mid-1990s.

19. miChigAn BuiLDing/
 LoVeLACe BuiLDing
 20 w. mAin

Built around 1905 by 
e. Broox martin, the 
three-story building 
was originally named 
the “michigan Building” 
after martin’s native 
state. John Lovelace 
purchased the building 
in 1934 and moved his 
montana motor supply 
business into the west 
ground floor space, next 

to the beloved Bozeman ice cream parlor named 
“the Bungalow.” At the time of purchase, Lovelace 
also hired Fred willson to redesign the storefront 
into an Art Deco style, which features a storefront 
design that is similar to the original.

20.  Bon ton BAKery BuiLDing
 34-42 w. mAin

eugene graf, an entrepreneur 
from great Falls, acquired 
the building in 1925 and 
hired Fred willson for the 
remodel. willson transformed 
the brick and iron storefront 
into a classic mission revival 
in 1928, featuring stucco 
walls, arched windows and 
a “Bon ton Bakery” corner 
mosaic, which was one of graf’s businesses at that time.
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msu Campus, as seen from peet’s hill

montAnA stAte uniVersity CAmpus
Founded in 1893, msu campus occupies 
1,170 acres. the land was donated by nelson 
story, one of Bozeman’s pioneers, as the site 
for the town’s bid to become montana’s capital.  
historical features include 8th Boulevard,  
montana hall and hamilton hall.

the “m” hiKing trAiL - 5 miLes
Created by students in 1915, this 250-foot white-
washed rock is perched on the southern flank of 
Baldy mountain. two routes lead to scenic views 
of the gallatin Valley and the 21-mile Bridger 
mountains national recreation trail.

BozemAn pAss - 13 miLes
Bozeman pass (5,712 feet) was named for John 
Bozeman, who from 1863-1867 guided prospectors 
to the goldfields of montana. in the 1880s, the 
northern pacific railroad built a tunnel through and 
below the pass to avoid switchbacks.

heADwAters stAte pArK - 30 miLes
the gallatin, madison and Jefferson rivers  
converge near three Forks, an important point on 
the Lewis & Clark expedition over 200 years ago. 
Campgrounds, picnic areas and trails are on-site.

Bozeman and the gallatin valleyphyllis smith 

A guide To Historic Bozeman

Jim Jenks 
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bozeman
m o n t a n a

A 1906 sweet pea parade down main street
featuring Bozeman’s Ladies imperial Band

Bozeman Convention and Visitors Bureau
Bozeman Area Chamber of Commerce

2000 Commerce way, Bozeman, mt 59715
(800) 228-4224 • (406) 586-5421

www.visitbozeman.net
meetings@bozemanchamber.com

info@bozemanchamber.com

Additional historic information:
gallatin historical society and pioneer museum

317 west main street, Bozeman, mt 59715
(406) 522-8122 • www.pioneermuseum.org

montana historical society
225 north roberts, helena, mt 59620 
(406) 444-4710 • www.his.state.mt.us

B o z e m A n  p i o n e e r s

william Beall, 1834 - 1903
Built some of Bozeman’s first buildings.

John Bozeman, 1836 - 1867
gold miner. trailblazer. Founding Father.

Daniel rouse, 1834 - 1912
was dedicated to plotting a new town. 

william tracy, 
1838 - 1916
paved the way 
for downtown brick 
businesses. many 
still stand today.

william Beall

Daniel rouse

John Bozeman

william tracy


