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B e c a u s e of the C o r o n a v i r u s / C O V I D - 1 9 p a n d e m i c w e are cu r ren t l y e x p e r i e n c i n g , l ife a s w e k n o w 

it has t e m p o r a r i l y c h a n g e d . Y o u m a y not rea l ize it, bu t w e a re l iv ing t h r o u g h a h is tor ic e v e n t tha t 

wi l l lead to cur ios i ty a n d r e s e a r c h y e a r s f r o m n o w . T h e r e is uncer ta in ty fo r t h o s e o f us w h o h a v e 

n e v e r w i t n e s s e d s u c h a n o c c u r r e n c e . H o w e v e r , it o f ten he lps to wr i te a n d s h a r e ou r e x p e r i e n c e , 

resu l t ing in h is tor ica l e v i d e n c e . J o u r n a l s a n d let ters a re o n e w a y to d o c u m e n t h is tory a n d s h a r e 

o u r u n i q u e pe rspec t i ve . G e t r e a d y to th ink , o b s e r v e , a n d wr i te . Y o u r wr i t ing wi l l benef i t not on ly 

y o u , bu t a lso t h e m u s e u m s a n d l ibrar ies tha t a re cu r ren t l y s e e k i n g C O V I D - 1 9 p r i m a r y s o u r c e s 

du r i ng th is u n p r e c e d e n t e d t i m e in o u r l ives. 

Y o u r t a s k : Us ing t h e p r o m p t s o n p a g e t w o , wr i te a j o u r n a l tha t i nc ludes en t r ies o v e r severa l 

d a y s , or w r i t e a let ter. T h e p r o m p t s wi l l s e r v e as a s ta r t ing point . W r i t e a b o u t y o u r u n i q u e 

e x p e r i e n c e b e y o n d w h a t is l is ted he re if poss ib le . If y o u c a n , inc lude p h o t o g r a p h s o f y o u r 

act iv i t ies a n d da i ly l i fe, o r or ig ina l d r a w i n g s tha t r e p r e s e n t th is even t . 

C h o o s e o n e o f t h e f o l l o w i n g f o r m a t s t o p r e s e n t y o u r e x p e r i e n c e : 

1) A G o o g l e D o c t ha t i nc ludes all j o u r n a l en t r ies o r y o u r letter. A d d p h o t o s or d r a w i n g s to 

d o c u m e n t y o u r e x p e r i e n c e . 

2 ) A d i g i t a l p o r t f o l i o s u c h a s G o o g l e S i t e s t ha t a l l ows creat iv i ty a n d the op t ion o f bu i ld ing 

mul t ip le p a g e s . T r y to i nc lude p h o t o s to a d d in terest , a n d / o r n e w s ar t ic les fo r h is tor ica l 

a c c u r a c y . 

3 ) A b l o g o n a b logg ing s i te s u c h a s K i d b l o g . o r g (a s c h o o l subsc r ip t i on b log si te tha t s o m e 

s t u d e n t s a l r e a d y u s e ) . B l o g s are a n o t h e r w a y to c rea te u n i q u e en t r ies to s h a r e w i th c l a s s m a t e s , 

fami ly , f r i ends , a n d t e a c h e r s . 

4 ) A h a n d w r i t t e n l e t t e r o r J o u r n a l t o s u b m i t t o t h e G a l l a t i n H i s t o r y M u s e u m ' s C o m m u n i t y 

M e m o i r P r o j e c t fo r d i sp lay in the m u s e u m . T h e m u s e u m pre fe rs h a n d w r i t t e n let ters bu t is a l so 

a c c e p t i n g e m a i l e d s u b m i s s i o n s . S u b m i s s i o n s c a n inc lude d r a w i n g s a n d p h o t o s a n d s h o u l d be 

d r o p p e d of f at t he b o x n e a r the m u s e u m d o o r in B o z e m a n o r m a i l e d to 3 1 7 W . M a i n St. , 

B o z e m a n , 5 9 7 1 5 . E m a i l s u b m i s s i o n s to m e d i a ( a ) g a l l a t i n h i s t o r v m u s e u m . o r q . If y o u d o not l ive in 

S o u t h w e s t M o n t a n a , c o n s i d e r f i nd ing a local h is tory m u s e u m in y o u r a r e a to s e e if t h e y w o u l d 

b e in te res ted in s h a r i n g y o u r j o u r n a l . 



r 

5) A s u b m i s s i o n f o r t h e " D o c u m e n t i n g C O V I D - 1 9 i n M i s s o u l a C o u n t y " p r o j e c t s p o n s o r e d 

b y t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f M o n t a n a M a n s f i e l d L i b r a r y at w w w . l i b . u m t . e d u / a s c / c o v i d - p r o j e c t / . 

P l e a s e vis i t t he w e b s i t e fo r spec i f i c in fo rmat ion a n d p re fe r red f o r m a t s . 

B e g i n y o u r l e t t e r o r e a c h j o u r n a l e n t r y w i t h t h e d a t e ( m o n t h , d a y , a n d y e a r ) a n d c o n s i d e r 

the fo l l ow ing q u e s t i o n s as y o u wr i te . T h i n k o f y o u r a u d i e n c e as t h e p e o p l e w h o m a y read this 

y e a r s f r o m n o w but d idn ' t e x p e r i e n c e th is p a n d e m i c . Y o u ' r e g iv ing t h e m a g l i m p s e into y o u r 

da i ly l ife to he lp t h e m u n d e r s t a n d th is u n i q u e even t . 

Prompts for Consideration 
1 . W h a t is y o u r da i ly rou t ine? H o w m u c h t i m e d o y o u s p e n d d o i n g s c h o o l w o r k a n d h o w 

m u c h t i m e is s p e n t d o i n g o the r act iv i t ies l ike phys ica l e x e r c i s e , he lp ing w i th c h o r e s a t 

h o m e , e tc .? W h a t h o b b i e s o r act iv i t ies h a v e y o u d o n e ? 

2 . W h a t c h a l l e n g e s ( p r o b l e m s ) d o y o u h a v e lea rn ing f r o m h o m e ? W h a t d o y o u N O T l ike? 

3. W h a t s u c c e s s h a v e y o u o r y o u r p a r e n t s h a d w i th d i s t a n c e lea rn ing? W h a t do y o u l ike? 

W h a t is g o i n g we l l? 

4 . W h a t d id y o u p rev ious l y t a k e fo r g r a n t e d tha t y o u n o w m i s s ? 

5. H o w are y o u con t i nu ing to c o m m u n i c a t e w i th f r i ends a n d fami l y m e m b e r s ou ts ide o f y o u r 

h o m e ? W h a t a re the i r c o n c e r n s a n d e x p e r i e n c e s ? If y o u don ' t k n o w , a s k t h e m . 

6. D o y o u h a v e a n y c o n c e r n s o r f e a r s ? 

7. D o e s y o u r rout ine inc lude w a t c h i n g the n e w s a b o u t the p a n d e m i c ? W h a t fac ts h a v e y o u 

l e a r n e d f r o m the n e w s ? H o w qu ick ly d o e s the in fo rmat ion c h a n g e ? 

8. W h a t q u e s t i o n s d o y o u h a v e a b o u t the cu r ren t s i tua t ion or t h e i m m e d i a t e fu tu re? 

9. In w h a t w a y s a re y o u ab le to he lp o t h e r s w h i l e s tay ing a t h o m e ? 

10. H o w d o y o u o r o t h e r s t ry to s tay pos i t i ve? A t t e m p t to s h a r e o n e e x a m p l e e a c h t i m e y o u 

wr i te . 

1 1 . W h a t l e s s o n s c a n w e learn f r o m o u r cu r ren t s i tua t ion? W h a t g o o d m a y c o m e f r o m it? 

Teacher and Parent Tips 
• All of these writing activities can be adapted to meet your students' or children's needs. 

Encourage honest, heart-felt writing and creativity. It's important that students have a chance to 

express their experience. 

• Keep in mind that many students are using computers and technology all day. A handwritten 

journal or letter might be a nice break! 

• Participate in writing a journal or letter yourself. Going through the same process is inspirational 

for them and serves as an opportunity to offer suggestions. Also, it's great for students to have an 

example as a model for their own writ ing. The Gal la t in H is tor ica l M u s e u m seeks w r i t i n g f r o m 

all ages. 

If the suggested technology is unfamiliar or overwhelming to you, use the handwritten option or 

reach out to teachers and others who use the sites. People are always willing to help, and 

students often teach us how to use technology! 



If students struggle with the journal format or content, encourage them to read other famous 

memoirs like The Diary of Anne Frank or Sky by Hanneke Ippisch. 

Also consider the following PBS Newshour Student Reporting Labs activity "Making Sense of 

Coronavirus Through Storytelling and Media Making" at this link: 

https:/ /docs.qooqle.eom/document/d/1f0wjpwSLiqOPf1Mv8YJc YFtYUB4nsd12chX08Y46Ec/edi t 


